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Who is the Most Important Person in US History?


Throughout this year, we have studied the history of the United States from the beginning of our great nation through the Civil War.  Your task is to select, research, and present who you feel is the most important person in US History.  This project will contain the following components:

· Research note cards (20 points)
· Outline (20 points)
· Final five + paragraph research paper (120 points)
· Introduction with solid thesis statement

· Body paragraphs with topic sentences and concluding remarks

· Conclusion

· Works Cited page

· Speech/Presentation (50 points)
· One of the following (50 points)
· Keynote presentation

· Brochure

I will explain the expectations for your research note cards in class.  With these, and throughout your paper, you will be required to cite your sources using MLA citations. 


You will be required to find the following information about your chosen person:

· What is this person’s “claim to fame,” ie. What are they famous for?
· What is their significance in US history?

· What is their background?

· How does legacy live on?

· Why did you choose this person?  Why is this person the most important person in US history?

Each component will be graded separately.  You will be provided some time in class to complete this project; however, the majority will need to be completed outside of class, so budget your time wisely.  The final portion of your project will be a “wax museum,” in which you will dress up as your person and present information about them.  The date for the “wax museum” is to be determined.
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Research Paper Grading Rubric
	
	5
	3
	1

	Ideas
-Discusses all required topics
-Thoroughly explained/expressed
	This paper is clear and focused.  It holds the reader’s attention.  Relevant anecdotes and details enrich the central idea.
	The writer is beginning to define the topic, even though development is still basic or general.
	As yet, the paper has no clear sense of purpose or central idea.  To extract meaning from the text, the reader must make inferences based on sketchy or missing details.

	Organization
-Paragraph organization

-Ratio of specific examples to explanation


	The paper is organized according to the requirements, flows well, and incorporates both adequate examples and explanation.
	The paper is somewhat organized according to the requirements, but either does not flow well, or is unbalanced in examples and explanation.
	The writing lacks a clear sense of direction or understanding of paragraph structure.

	Voice
-Reveals the writer’s voice

-Fits the audience and purpose
	The writer speaks directly to the reader in a way that is individual, compelling, and engaging.  The writer crafts the writing with an awareness and respect for the audience and the purpose for writing.
	The writer seems sincere, but not fully engaged or involved.  The writing has discernable purpose, but is not compelling.
	The writer seems indifferent to the topic and content.  The writing lacks purpose and audience engagement.

	Word Choice
-Elevated word choice

-Stays in the same tense
	Words convey the intended message in a precise, interesting, and natural way.  The words are powerful and engaging.
	The language is functional, even if it lacks much energy.  It is easy to figure out the writer’s meaning on a general level.
	The writer demonstrates a limited vocabulary or has not searched for words to convey specific meaning.

	Sentence Fluency
-Sentence types (simple, compound, complex)

-Sentence starters

-Complete sentences
	The writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence.  Sentences are well built, with strong and varied structure.
	The text has a steady beat, but only somewhat has a strong sense of varied structure.
	The text lacks fluidity, and does not demonstrate an understanding of varied structure.

	Conventions
-Capitalization

-Punctuation

-Spelling
	Mastery of conventions – very few to no errors.
	Developing mastery of conventions – some errors present.
	No mastery of conventions – some errors in common constructions.


Total:

x20=

/120
